KEY FINDINGS

MANAGING UNPLANNED EXPENSES

CASH POOR REPORT 2026

2] £
THE TOP THREE
UNPLANNED
EXPENSES ARE
medzical bills utility bills auto repairs
THE MOST
COMMON WAY
TO FUND AN
UNPLANNED
EXPENSE
WAS USING credit cards borrowing
from friends
and family
JUST OVER A QUARTER OF CASH
of cash poor Americans POOR AMERICANS COULD FULLY
are unable to pay for COVER AN UNPLANNED EXPENSE
unplanned expenses with WITH SAVINGS OR A CREDIT
the options available CARD ALONE (THE MAJORITY HAD
TO USE A SHORT-TERM OPTION)
0/ { RESORT TO UNREGULATED L 44% | 43% 1 33% | 24%
O : LoaNs TO COVER i SOCIAL | COMMUNITY | LOAN | LENDING
{ UNPLANNED EXPENSES, { MEDIA | ORCHURCH | SHARKS i CIRCLES
{ INCLUDING THROUGH: i LOANS '

i SUBPRIME CREDIT SMALL-DOLLAR BANK BORROWING
CARDS REMAIN THE MOST LOANS HAVE THE HIGHEST COSTS FROM P2P
EXPENSIVE FORM AVERAGE FEES (24% OF LENDING REMAIN
OF BORROWING, COSTING PRINCIPAL) AFTER SUBPRIME UNDER $1 BILLION
CASH POOR AMERICANS CREDIT CARDS (51%) (WITH AVERAGE
$17.4 BILLION PER YEAR AND PAYDAY LOANS (46%) FEES OF 17%), FLAT
(driven by usage as well as increases in WITH THE
APR and additional fees) PRIOR YEAR
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